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Nicole Aikin – Earth and Space Sciences 
University of Washington 
Terry David Keegan Memorial (3rd) 

Nicole received a bachelor's degree in Earth Science 
from University of California Santa Barbara. Nicole has 
always been fascinated with observing the natural 
world, which led her to pursue a career in earth 
science. In this pursuit, she has gained research 
experience in geochronology and tectonics of orogenic 

systems as well as technical environmental consulting experience 
focusing on geologic and hydrogeologic characterization, risk 
management, and remediation. In an effort to continue expanding her 
knowledge and ability to make observations that allow us to reconstruct 
our planet’s dynamic history, Nicole is attending graduate school to 
research the geologic processes that control the uplift and collapse of 
mountain belts, like the Himalaya, that form during continental collision. 
In her free time, Nicole enjoys making stained glass art and spending 
time outdoors. 
 
Kaylee Andrews – Veterinary Microbiology and Pathology 

Washington State University 

Lynn & Mikal Thomsen (18th) 

Kaylee earned her bachelor’s degree in microbiology 
from California Polytechnic State University with a 
minor in science and Risk Communications. She has 
always been drawn to the ongoing process of science-
based inquiry and investigation, which motivated her to 
pursue graduate school. As an undergraduate, Kaylee 
worked in Dr. Alejandra Yep’s lab studying molecular 

factors that influence the pathogenic potential of E. coli to cause urinary 
tract infections (UTIs). She is also passionate about bridging the divide 
between the technical science community and the general public. She 
recently participated on a project assisting the local county health 
department to promote correct information involving the COVID-19 
vaccine. When not in the lab, Kaylee enjoys camping, hiking, kayaking, 
and going on road trips to explore new places. 
 

 
 
 
 



Kaylie Barton – School of Molecular Biosciences 

Washington State University 

Loch Anderson Allyn Perkins (6th) 

Kaylie earned her Bachelor of Science in biochemistry 
and molecular biology/biotechnology and a minor in 
plant, animal, and microbial biotechnology from 
Michigan State University (MSU). During her 
professional career, Kaylie has gained a range of 
professional and research experiences, including 
conducting research in a plant biology lab and in the 

agricultural field. Her goals include contributing to the ever-growing 
medical field with her research. In addition, Kaylie wants to solve 
worldwide issues, such as antibiotic resistance and create new ways to 
develop current medications. At MSU, she studied a gene that helps 
manage endoplasmic reticulum stress responses in plants and grew to 
understand its function through various stress tests on plants and 
recording how the gene reacted. In her free time, Kaylie enjoys baking 
and spending time exploring the outdoors. 
 
Sophie Blackburn – MD/PhD - Bioengineering  

University of Washington 

Washington Research Foundation (123rd) 

Sophie received her bachelor’s degree in Biological 
Engineering from the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology (MIT). She decided to train as a physician-
scientist to pursue her dream of engineering artificial 
organs and one day bring them to patients as a 
clinician. Sophie’s research interests include tissue 

engineering and vascularization. She currently works in the Freedman 
Lab, as part of the UW’s Institute for Stem Cell and Regenerative 
Medicine, developing a method to vascularize kidney organoids to 
increase their physiological relevance for disease modeling and drug 
testing. In her free time, Sophie loves running, cycling, and spending 
time outside with her friends, family, and dog. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Kimberly Brinker – Nursing Science  

University of Washington 

Bobbie and Richard Berkowitz ARCS Endowment in Nursing Science 

Kim received a master’s degree in Nursing (Public 
Health Nursing) and master’s degree in Public Health 
(Applied Epidemiology) from Emory University. In her 
professional career, she has gained experience in both 
government and private sectors and is most 
interested in pursuing research in population health. 
Kim would like to evaluate the impact of population 

health programs on chronic disease management, particularly for 
vulnerable populations as well as the cost of this care. She is currently 
employed at Kaiser Permanente Washington as a population care 
registered nurse. Kim's focus is on diabetes, and she is involved in a 
health equity pilot with the LatinX/Hispanic population to help 
individuals control the disease and prevent future complications. In her 
free time, Kim enjoys running outdoors, relaxing with her chihuahua, 
and reading mystery novels. 
 
Lauren Brown – Chemistry  

University of Washington 

Virginia M. Dickenson Memorial ARCS Endowment (8th) 

Lauren received a bachelor's degree in Chemistry 
with a minor in German from the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill. She has always been 
interested in the applications of drug discovery and 
disease modeling. Her undergraduate research 
experiences focused on developing a more 
physiologically relevant colon and liver model using 

stem cell lines by incorporating collagen slabs with tunable stiffness. She 
looks forward to exploring more in the area of drug discovery and other 
health-related applications at the UW. She hopes to not only learn more 
in the world of bioanalytical chemistry but also to apply her knowledge 
in the future to improve drug testing models for clinical testing. In her 
free time, Lauren loves to hike, spend time with her cats, and eat lots of 
food with friends. 
 
 
 
 
 



Samuel Buckner – Aeronautics and Astronautics 

University of Washington 

MAC Consortium ARCS Endowment (7th)  

Samuel received a BSc in Aerospace Engineering from 
the University of Florida. During his time as an 
undergrad, he spent four internships working with 
both NASA Johnson Space Center and Langley 
Research Center supporting program objectives such 
as autonomous rendezvous and docking, lunar lander 
simulation, SpaceX Crew Dragon GN&C verification, 

and large-scale drone network feasibility assessment. More recently, he 
spent two graduate internships commercially with Blue Origin, assisting 
in system autonomy efforts for the New Glenn reusable launch vehicle. 
He is passionate about advancing research for the enablement of safe, 
reliable, and repeatable autonomous operations necessary for long-
term habitation and infrastructure in space and on other planetary 
bodies. In his free time, Samuel loves to spend time outdoors, including 
activities such as hiking, kayaking, and camping.   
 
Kristen Bullough – Plant Pathology  

Washington State University 

Aven Foundation (6th) 

Kristen earned her Bachelor of Science degree from 
Utah State University (USU) in plant science research, 
with a minor in crop biotechnology. In 2018, her honors 
program led her to complete and publish a research 
project that looked at how wood chips affect several 
different crop types. She has always been fascinated by 
dying plants and wanted to learn what caused her 

houseplants and garden plants to expire. While at USU, she took a plant 
pathology course and fell in love with the field. She is passionate about 
researching fungi and how they affect their environment. She aims to 
become a professor, so she can conduct research and guide the next 
generation of plant scientists. Kristen loves being in nature, gardening, 
drawing, and spending time with her family. Link to research: 
https://digitalcommons.usu.edu/honors/441/ 

 

 

 



Ellie Byrnes – Applied Mathematics 

University of Washington 

Diane and Kirby McDonald 

Ellie received a bachelor’s degree in Mathematics 
with a concentration in Music from Harvey Mudd 
College. She’s interested in applying partial 
differential equations, dynamical systems, and 
scientific computing to problems in the sciences. 
These interests grew from, not only from a love for 

the theory of differential equations, but also the desire to help scientists 
and engineers which she found working with her classmates at Harvey 
Mudd. Ellie hopes to refine the focus of her work during her PhD 
program. She’s previously used these techniques to perform research in 
plant pattern formation and is interested developing them further to 
study other systems. Ellie loves board games, reading, and has played 
French horn since middle school, so she’s excited to join an orchestra 
again once in-person activities resume. 

Nathan Cheung – Mathematics 

University of Washington 

Dorothy Lewis Simpson ARCS Endowment (18th) 

Nathan completed his bachelor’s degree in Applied 
Mathematics from the University of California, Los 
Angeles. While he has not yet chosen a specific area 
of mathematics to research at the UW, he is currently 
researching the cactus group actions on both the 
finite and affine type A symmetric groups. Nathan 
decided to pursue a PhD in mathematics because 

there are not many other things that bring him as much satisfaction as 
learning and researching math. In addition, as an undergrad, Nathan 
realized how much he enjoyed teaching while working as a learning 
assistant for lower division math classes. He hopes to contribute to the 
mathematical community through research, but eventually wants to 
transition into teaching. Nathan loves surfing, snowboarding, sports, 
and being with friends and family. 

 

 

 



Tracy Chin – Mathematics 

University of Washington 

Althea Stroum ARCS Endowment (33rd) 

Tracy received a bachelor’s degree in Applied Math 
and Computer Science from Brown University. 
Before graduate school, she briefly worked as a 
software engineer before deciding she wanted to 
return to math to pursue a career in academia. Tracy 
is primarily interested in algebra and combinatorics 
but is also looking forward to exploring all the 

mathematical opportunities the UW has to offer. Her first encounter 
with algebraic combinatorics was writing her undergraduate thesis, 
which explored algebraic structures arising from domino tiling 
problems. In addition to research, she is also passionate about teaching 
and tries to showcase her joy and enthusiasm about mathematics, 
hopefully inspiring this same love for math in others. In her spare time, 
Tracy enjoys playing the trumpet, solving crossword puzzles, and getting 
outside, especially biking and hiking. 

Christopher Cote – Molecular Plant Sciences 

Washington State University 

WSU Graduate School 

Chris graduated summa cum laude from 
Rutgers University in 2019 with a Bachelor 
of Arts in art history and minors in plant 
biology and music. Since graduating, he 
has spent two years working as a 
laboratory technician at the University of 

Pennsylvania in systems biology. His main research interest is plant-
bacterial interactions. Specifically, he hopes to understand the way in 
which bacteria populations transmitted via plant seeds affect and are 
affected by their soil microenvironment. Chris also hopes his research 
will contribute to a more complex and realistic understanding of how 
plants interact with the world. In his spare time, he can be found 
performing as a musician and actor as well as reading, watching, and 
listening to the classics of literature, cinema, and music. 

 

 

 



Ron Dickerson – Pharmacy 

University of Washington 

ARCS Seattle Chapter in Honor of Cindy & Stan Freimuth 

Ron received a master’s degree in Public Health 
from New Mexico State University, a master’s 
degree in Economics from Eastern Illinois University 
(President of the Economics Club), and a BBA from 
Western Colorado University. In his professional 
career, Ron has gained a wide range of professional 
and research experiences including health 

economics, machine learning, decision sciences, economic evaluation, 
and cancer outcomes research. His research interests include cost-
effectiveness analysis, health econometrics, predictive modeling, health 
disparities, and cancer. He is passionate about the economic evaluation 
of health technologies that govern the decision rules for adopting and 
assessing the disaggregate long-run effects of all groups concerning such 
policy decisions. In his free time, Ron enjoys reading, horseback riding, 
and listening to music. 

Evan Domsic – Crop and Soil Sciences 

Washington State University 

Lyndi & Bob Taylor (3rd) with ARCS Foundation 

For the past decade, Evan has immersed himself in the 
organic agricultural movement. He has worked as a 
farmhand, farm manager, and as an agricultural educator 
at the Center for Agroecology and Sustainable Food 
Systems. Evan earned his bachelor’s degree in 
environmental science with a concentration in 

agroecology at the University of California, Santa Cruz. He is interested 
in the intersection of plant breeding, soil science, regenerative 
agriculture, seed sovereignty, and ultimately, the effect agriculture has 
on our changing climates. Chris aspires to work as a plant breeder 
working in organic systems with grains, specialty crops, or cut flowers. 
He is passionate about baking, preserving, fermenting, and brewing just 
about anything he can get his hands on. 

 

 

 

 



Laurel Doyle – Applied Mathematics 

University of Washington 

Chisholm Foundation Second ARCS Endowment (14th) 

Laurel received a BA in Mathematics and Physics 
from Cornell University. While in her undergraduate 
studies, she worked on research projects in 
astronomy and image analysis, and through these 
projects, she grew fascinated with the numerical 
methods used to analyze scientific data. At the UW, 
Laurel hopes to explore topics in optimization and 

machine learning for the sciences with the Applied Mathematics 
department. As a graduate student, she is looking forward to learning a 
great deal about mathematics, computing, and how these topics 
intertwine. Laurel intends to develop skills at the UW that she can then 
apply as a researcher in industry, analyzing data and developing 
mathematical models. Outside of school, Laurel loves traveling, skiing, 
hiking, and landscape photography. 

Steven Edmonds – Veterinary Microbiology and Pathology   

Washington State University 

Catherine Mee (5th) 

 Steven earned a Doctor of Veterinary Medicine 
(DVM) from Washington State University 
Pullman, and before that a Bachelor of Arts in 
biology from Carroll College in Helena, Montana. 
He developed a curiosity for comparative 

anatomy while working on his undergraduate degree. Steven has since 
been taking steps to learn about all aspects of veterinary medicine from 
a broad “one-health” approach to a cellular level. He hopes his work and 
research will contribute to bettering the world, to conservation of the 
natural world, and to improve animal and human lives. Steven intends 
to develop a project in microbiology that contributes to medical 
advancements and conservation. In his free time, he enjoys inbounds 
and backcountry skiing, sailing, backpacking, hiking, good music, and 
relaxing with his dog Andre.    

 

 

 



Neljon Emlaw – Atmospheric Sciences 

University of Washington 

Alden Garrett and Charles Eriksen 

Neljon received a bachelor’s degree in Earth and 
Environmental Science from the University of 
Michigan. Her interest in tropical cyclones and 
meteorology began out of concern for her family in 
the Philippines after experiencing the aftermath of 
Typhoon Haiyan in 2013. Research opportunities 
allowed her to investigate the effect of large-scale 

atmospheric circulation on tropical cyclones to better understand 
cyclogenesis and improve forecasts. Neljon is excited to collaborate with 
urban planners and public health scientists at the UW to mitigate the 
effect of climate change and extreme weather on marginalized 
communities the tropics. Mentorship has played an important role in 
her success and she hopes to be a strong mentor for other marginalized 
students in academia. Neljon began her academic career studying art 
and loves painting and visiting museums. 

Zac Espinosa – Atmospheric Sciences 

University of Washington 

Sally & John Morbeck (2nd) with Erin Moyer & Jason Barber 

Zac received a BS in Computer Science and an MS in 
Applied and Engineering Physics from Stanford 
University. In his professional career, Zac has worked 
as a software and machine learning engineer in a 
wide range of settings, from conservation work in 
Yellowstone to quantum physics at AT&T Foundry. 
While building a data-driven model to study 

atmospheric gravity waves in the Sheshadri Group at Stanford 
University, Zac developed in interest in atmospheric and climate science. 
Zac currently works in Doctor Cecilia Bitz's group at the UW, where he 
studies the role of sea ice in polar climate. He is passionate about using 
his experience navigating academic institutions to promote diversity in 
STEM. In his free time, Zac enjoys studying Brazilian jiu-jitsu and hiking. 

 

 

 



Sydney Floryanzia – Chemical Engineering 

University of Washington 

Washington Research Foundation (124th) 

Sydney received a BS in Chemical Engineering 
from NC State University with minors in Tissue 
Engineering and Biotechnology. Her journey 
started after learning about one of the National 
Academy of Engineering’s 14 Grand Challenges of 
the 21st Century: Reverse Engineering the Brain. 
This sparked her research goal of investigating 

links between vascular dysfunction, the blood brain barrier and 
degenerative brain diseases. Sydney has shared her story in a TEDxTeen 
talk, a Chevron Energy Commercial, and various news sources, articles, 
and podcasts. Her future plans include working in the biopharmaceutical 
industry in commercialization and pilot lab scale up. Sydney’s hobbies 
include exploring new places, spending time with loved ones, and 
playing music (which actually started her love for engineering after she 
learned of a link between music and the brain). 

Alexander Galarraga – Mathematics 

University of Washington 

ARCS Foundation Seattle Chapter 

Alex attended Swarthmore College as an 
undergraduate, earning a bachelor's degree in 
Mathematics. He has been excited about math 
since a young age and loves an opportunity to 
share that passion with others. Currently, he 
works toward developing niche computational 

tools as well as implementing theoretical algorithms described by other 
mathematicians. Alex’s work is inherently collaborative, giving him the 
opportunity to share his excitement for mathematics and work with the 
larger mathematics community. At the UW, he hopes to continue 
learning mathematics in order to one day implement algorithms 
resulting from his own work. When not diligently studying, Alex can be 
found reading (anything but math) in a cafe or emptying his bank 
account at a bookstore. 

 

 

 

https://www.cbe.ncsu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/SFloryanzia_Poster-1.mp4
https://www.tedxteen.com/talks/link-unlikely-things-sydney-floryanzia
https://www.tedxteen.com/talks/link-unlikely-things-sydney-floryanzia
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hl_yqnQ7u6o
https://www.engr.ncsu.edu/news/2021/05/12/home-is-where-the-pack-is/
https://alltogether.swe.org/2020/05/chemical-engineer-sydney-floryanzia/
https://herstemstory.libsyn.com/the-musical-stem-story


Sam Garza – Astronomy 

University of Washington 

Nancy P. & Douglas E. Norberg ARCS Endowment (5th) 

Samantha (Sam) received a bachelor’s degree in 
Physics from the University of Dallas. She is excited 
about attending graduate school at the UW to 
further her education even though she is leaving 
Texas. Her research interests broadly include 
galaxies, more specifically, their evolution, 
formation, and environmental conditions. Sam’s 

past research experiences have included mapping the Milky Way arm 
structure, investigating the star formation efficiency of dense gas ratios, 
and deriving dust masses in nearby galaxies. She is passionate about 
being involved in physics and astronomy public outreach and after 
earning her PhD, she plans on pursuing a career as an observational 
research scientist as well as a science communicator. Sam loves playing 
indoor and beach volleyball, finding new restaurants, traveling, and 
spending time with her family and friends. 

Kelly Heard – Molecular and Cellular Biology 

University of Washington 

Keith & Mary Kay McCaw Family Foundation ARCS Endowment (16th) 

Kelly received a bachelor's degree from the University 
of California, Los Angeles in Molecular, Cell and 
Developmental Biology. She is fascinated by the way 
cells communicate with each other, form junctions, 
modulate the extracellular space, and self-organize to 
create a functioning organ. She has enjoyed studying 
psychiatric and neurodegenerative disorders at the 

Salk Institute in San Diego and hopes to continue finding better 
diagnoses and treatment for human disease.  In graduate school, Kelly 
aims to investigate neurobiology and the immune system with an 
emphasis on regeneration. She is also passionate about science 
communication and hopes to develop as a communicator at the podium 
and in the world. In her free time, Kelly is often engaged in artistic 
pursuits including mosaic, watercolor, and multimedia artwork. 

 

 

 



Liban Hussein – Electrical and Computer Engineering 

University of Washington 

Susan & William Potts ARCS Endowment (4th) 

Liban received his bachelor’s degree in Electrical 
Engineering from the University of Washington (UW). 
Growing up near Radio Shack as a kid, Liban 
remembers buying Forrest Mims’ mini-notebooks 
and completing projects like audio amplifiers and 
radio receivers and continued his studies, developing 
a passion for integrated circuit design. Past 

experiences in high-speed communication and biomedical devices at 
Texas Instruments and the UW helped hone Liban’s research interests, 
which include the development of integrated circuits using photonics 
(light) in conjunction with current electronics. Rebuilding his home 
country, Somalia, is one of his highest aspirations, and he looks forward 
to his experiences with Dr. Moazeni in the EMiT Lab to help develop 
more accessible technologies. In his free time, Liban likes running, 
playing basketball, and volunteering in his local community. 

Daniel Jiang – Computer Science and Engineering 

University of Washington 

Walker Family ARCS Endowment (12th) 

Daniel received a bachelor's degree in Computer 
Science from UC Berkeley. His research interests lie 
primarily in machine learning (ML) and statistics. He 
has worked on research in these areas at a variety of 
Berkeley labs and industry groups, including the 
RISELab, Amazon, and Cruise Automation. He was a 

key contributor in developing a hypothesis testing algorithm that yields 
high statistical power while maintaining strong guarantees on the 
number of erroneous discoveries. Daniel looks forward to refining his 
graduate focus at the UW. Motivated by the growing influence of ML on 
society, he aims to develop theory to ensure that ML systems are robust, 
reliable, fair, and privacy-preserving. In his free time, he loves playing 
guitar, going on outdoor adventures, and learning random skills. 

 

 

 

http://proceedings.mlr.press/v108/zrnic20a/zrnic20a.pdf
http://proceedings.mlr.press/v108/zrnic20a/zrnic20a.pdf
http://proceedings.mlr.press/v108/zrnic20a/zrnic20a.pdf


Tae Jones – Computer Science and Engineering 

University of Washington 

ARCS Light in Honor of Carmen Gayton 

Tae received a BA in Information Systems, with a 
minor in Applied Statistics, and an MS of Health 
Management and Informatics at Kennesaw State 
University. She is passionate about health 
technology, specifically, mental health, wearable 
technology, and leveraging social media. Tae’s 

mother is a RN and her father was a computer programmer which, 
coincidentally, are the combination of her career path. Her father 
contracted many chronic illnesses that lead her mother to shift her 
career to learn and give at-home care. Watching them, Tae desired to 
ensure everyone received this level of care through technology. Tae 
loves baking, tending to her ever-growing house plant collection, and 
has a Lynx Pointe Siamese who is loving her working from home. 

Laurel Kelnhofer-Millevolte – MD/PhD - Molecular and Cellular Biology 

University of Washington 

Susan Jobs with Gail Ransom (2nd) 

Laurel received a bachelor’s degree in Biochemistry, 
with certificates in Stem Cell Biology and 
Environmental Studies from the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison. Her interest in infectious disease 
began with an elective virology class she took in her 
undergraduate studies. The interest continued to 
evolve to focus on host-pathogen interaction as she 

worked in a research lab that focused on HIV prior to graduate school. 
Her current research is looking at the interaction between chromatin 
and herpes simplex virus. Following her graduate research, Laurel hopes 
to use the skills she gained to work towards developing treatment for 
infectious disease, especially viruses with latent phases in human 
infection. Outside of the research lab, Laurel loves gardening, spending 
time with her dogs, and trying to make her own wardrobe through 
knitting and sewing. 

 

 

 



Shane Kosir – Chemical Engineering 

Washington State University 

Washington Research Foundation (126th) 

Shane earned his bachelor’s in mechanical 
engineering and master’s in chemical engineering 
from the University of Dayton (UD). He researched 
high-performance jet fuel optimization, sustainable 
aviation fuel (SAF) prescreening, and, most recently, 
SAF materials compatibility under the guidance of his 
advisor, Dr. Joshua Heyne. Shane has also conducted 
research related to the electrochemical performance 
evaluation and heat transfer modeling of lithium-ion 
batteries alongside Dr. Sarwan Sandhu. His 
publications may be seen at this link: 
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Shane-Kosir-2. 

Starting August 2021, he will pursue a PhD in chemical engineering at 
Washington State University in Dr. Yong Wang’s lab. Shane’s career goal 
is to obtain a position researching sustainable energy and materials 
production. Outside research, Shane enjoys hiking, listening to music, 
and volunteering with Dayton’s Five Rivers MetroParks. 

Aaleyah Lewis – Computer Science and Engineering 

University of Washington 

Washington Research Foundation (125th) 

Aaleyah received a bachelor’s degree in Computer 
Science from the University of Maryland, Baltimore 
County (UMBC) where she was a Merit Scholar, 
McNair Scholar, Louis Stokes Alliances for Minority 
Participation (LSAMP) Scholar, and a Center for 
Women in Technology (CWIT) Affiliate. Since a young 
age, she has been very passionate about computing, 

engineering, and psychology so Aaleyah naturally gravitated to the 
interdisciplinary field of Human-Computer Interaction (HCI). Her 
research interest is in Human-Computer Interaction, specifically 
fabricating accessible technology to empower and improve the quality 
of life for individuals with disabilities. Through her work, Aaleyah aims 
to establish a more inclusive society where individuals feel empowered 
to be themselves, embrace their differences, and feel confident while 
using technology. Outside of academics, she enjoys building scale model 
houses and bridges, reading, and painting. 



Chris Lin – Computer Science and Engineering 

University of Washington 

Lisa & Mike Losh ARCS Endowment (7th) 

Chris received his BA in Statistics and BA in 
Molecular and Cell Biology from UC Berkeley, and 
then his MS in Statistics from Stanford University. 
Prior to joining the UW Computer Science and 
Engineering PhD Program, he worked as a machine 
learning engineer in the pharmaceutical industry 
to advance machine learning methods for drug 

discovery. Having seen the potential impact of AI on biomedicine, Chris 
is interested in working on explainable AI for biomedical applications 
during his PhD. After graduate school, Chris plans to contribute to the 
science of drug discovery using computational methods. In his free time, 
Chris enjoys playing basketball, golf, board games, and making dessert 
(in no particular order). 

 

Colin Marquis – Materials Science and Engineering 

University of Washington 

PACCAR Inc. (8th) 

Colin received a bachelor's degree in Physics from 
Western Washington University with minors in 
Chemistry, Mathematics, and Astronomy. He 
pursued his passion for interdisciplinary research 
through his work on optoelectronic devices and 
novel excitation configurations. Colin looks forward 
to using this foundational knowledge to explore 
connections in a new area of research at the UW. 

His research interests include using additive manufacturing to replicate 
biological structures that can withstand extreme conditions, as is often 
required in the aerospace industry. He also hopes to investigate additive 
manufacturing's constancy and reliability at the component level. Colin 
values impactful projects that serve the community, promote 
sustainability, and contribute to meaningful change in the world. In his 
free time, Colin enjoys backpacking in the PNW, gardening with his 
family, and sailing. 

 

 



Kyra McClelland – Biology 

University of Washington 

ARCS Seattle in Honor of Mary Kay McCaw 

Kyra received a bachelor’s degree in Marine 
Biology from the University of California, Santa 
Cruz and a master’s degree in Biology from 
California State University, Long Beach. She has 
always been interested in biology, and during 
her undergraduate career, she found a passion 
for ecology, particularly, the many aspects of 
community, population, and behavioral ecology. 

In pursuit of her master’s degree, Kyra studied the impacts of habitat 
fragmentation on a rodent community in a southern California tidal salt 
marsh using live-trapping and stable isotope analyses. With her love of 
teaching and research, she intends to pursue a career in academia, 
where she can educate future generations. Kyra is a hobby enthusiast, 
trying something new at least once a year. She has family spread across 
the United States and enjoys visiting when she can. 

Turtle McCloskey-Potter – Environmental and Forest Sciences 

University of Washington 

Camille & Jim Uhlir ARCS Endowment (16th) 

Turtle received a bachelor's degree in 
Environmental Science and Policy from Southern 
Oregon University. Turtle’s research is centered 
around fire ecology and forest restoration, utilizing 
both western science and Indigenous traditional 
ecological knowledge. Turtle’s Native American 
family and community raised her to understand a 
sense of kinship between humans and nature, and 

a sense of responsibility to care for the natural world. It is through this 
lens that Turtle works to heal and care for the land through her research. 
After earning her PhD, Turtle hopes to work in collaboration with tribal 
communities to care for and restore forest landscapes while supporting 
tribal goals and tribal sovereignty, both in the United States and Latin 
America. In her free time, Turtle can be found hiking through the woods 
and mountains. 

 

 



Siegen McKellar – MD/PhD - Molecular and Cellular Biology 

University of Washington 

Zevenbergen Capital Investments LLC (32nd) 

Siegen received a BA in Molecular and Cell Biology 
from UC Berkeley. After graduating, she worked at 
the Stanford School of Medicine studying 
Hedgehog signaling and mechanisms of 
therapeutic resistance in basal cell carcinoma. This 
was a catalyst for her pursuit of MD/PhD training 
and solidified her interest in molecular 

mechanisms that drive cancer and its response or resistance to therapy. 
Siegen currently works in Dr. Robert Bradley’s lab studying molecular 
mechanisms of cancer and therapeutic response. She plans to become 
a physician-scientist working at the intersection of science and clinical 
medicine and hopes to lead a research group that studies molecular 
mechanisms of cancer with the goal of informing patient care in the 
clinic and contributing to development of novel therapeutics. Siegen 
enjoys running, hiking, and good coffee. 

Kirsten Meltesen – Biology 

University of Washington 

ARCS Foundation Seattle Chapter 

Kirsten received a Bachelor of Science in Ecology, 
Evolution, and Behavior from the University of 
Minnesota alongside minors in Anthropology and 
Earth Science. During her undergraduate degree, 
she discovered a passion for research and science 
communication through her positions in the 
University of Minnesota Paleobiology Research 

Group and Bell Museum of Natural History. Kirsten’s research centered 
around identifying biogeographical trends in the latitudinal diversity 
gradient of North American mammals. In graduate school, she intends 
to apply modern ecological techniques such as geometric 
morphometrics to traditional paleontological methods in order to 
address ecological questions in the fossil record. She aspires to teach 
and conduct research at the university level. Kirsten also enjoys reading 
fantasy novels, knitting, baking, and visiting natural history museums. 

 

 



Emily Miura-Stempel – Chemistry 

University of Washington 

Andrea Ellison Hess (5th) 

Emily received a bachelor's degree in Chemistry 
from Barnard College of Columbia University. She 
spent three years doing undergraduate research in 
Professor Michael Campbell's lab studying the 
photoredox chemistry of bimetallic complexes, 
particularly dinuclear rhodium and silver complexes. 
Her research has motivated her to pursue a 

graduate degree with the goal of better understanding how to perform 
reactions and harness light energy at a low environmental cost. Emily is 
passionate the environmental impacts of the chemistry that she does 
and hopes to contribute towards creating chemical systems that are 
sustainable. Outside of the lab, she likes to play ultimate frisbee, spend 
time with friends, and explore new cafes. 

 

Andrew Mullen – MD/PhD - Computer Science and Engineering 

University of Washington 

Keith & Mary Kay McCaw Family Foundation ARCS Endowment (14th) 

Andrew received a bachelor’s and a master’s degree in 
Engineering from the MIT Electrical Engineering and 
Computer Science Department. Additionally, he has 
completed his first two years of medical school as part 
of the MD/PhD program at the University of 
Washington. His doctoral work will focus on developing 

new methods and applications for genetic editing and single cell 
sequencing. Andrew’s research work will involve both bench work and 
computational work. Following his MD/PhD, Andrew will go onto 
medical residency and fellowship. During his career he would like to 
develop new treatments for neuropsychiatric disease as a neurologist or 
neurosurgeon. In his free time, Andrew is an avid runner and musician. 

 

 

 

 



Anna Okounkova – Physics 

University of Washington 

Chisholm Foundation ARCS Endowment (13th) 

Anna received her bachelor’s degree in Physics from 
Columbia University. At Columbia, she became 
interested in Condensed Matter and spent two 
years working with Professor Cory Dean, gaining 
research experience in 2D materials. Anna 
fabricated nanoscale devices out of graphene and 
transition metal dichalcogenides to learn more 

about quantum phases of matter, including Bose-Einstein condensation. 
This fascinating work has held her captive and she will continue research 
in this area with Professor Matt Yankowitz at the UW. In Yankowitz’s 
Lab, Anna will work with graphene, figuring out new ways to manipulate 
it to elucidate more exotic quantum phases along with their potential 
applications, such as high temperature superconductivity. Outside of 
the lab, Anna enjoys nature, hiking, traveling, and spending time with 
her family. 

Miguel Paredes – MD/PhD - Epidemiology 

University of Washington 

Kerr Family 

Miguel received a BS in Molecular Biophysics and 
Biochemistry from Yale University and an MPH in 
the Epidemiology of Microbial Diseases from the 
Yale School of Public Health. After working on both 
cellular mechanisms of disease and on social 
drivers of health inequities, he decided work at the 
intersection of his two passions and pursue an 
MD/PhD in Epidemiology and Public Health. 

Miguel’s current research leverages phylogenetics, or the study of 
evolutionary relationships between viral pathogens, together with 
traditional epidemiological data to uncover patterns of disease 
transmission that would otherwise go undetected, with a particular 
focus on emerging or neglected diseases that typically affect 
marginalized communities. When not in the lab, you can find him salsa 
dancing, rock climbing, or sharing a meal with close friends. 

 

 



Kyra Parker – Neuroscience 

Washington State University 

Karen Cameron in honor of Kevin Cameron  

Kyra earned a Bachelor of Science in 
neuroscience with a minor in chemistry from 
Washington State University. She has been 
interested in the brain since she was in middle 
school and recently discovered a passion for 

molecular neuroscience. Kyra has been conducting research in the Dr. 
Gary Wayman lab at WSU on the protein Apelin and how it influences 
the process of dendritic arborization. She gained experience in a 
behavioral neuroscience lab working on cannabis exposure and will gain 
more experience in an electrophysiology lab. Kyra looks forward to 
spending more time in the lab during graduate school and learning the 
entire process of conducting research. She has two cats at home named 
Poke and Athena and enjoys the outdoors with her friends and family. 

James Peng – Biostatistics 

University of Washington 

Kristin N. Kenefick & Nancy P. Norberg ARCS Endowment (3rd) 

James received a bachelor’s degree in Mathematics 
and Chemistry from Dartmouth College and a 
master’s degree in Computer Science from Georgia 
Institute of Technology. He most recently worked as 
a data scientist at the University of California, San 
Francisco, where he led data operations and 
analytics for a community-based HIV study in East 

Africa and COVID-19 project in San Francisco. James looks forward to 
honing his statistical skills as a biostatistics PhD student, with current 
research interests in spatial statistics and machine learning for 
healthcare. He hopes to use what he learns to build data-driven 
technological tools to reduce the burden of infectious disease on 
vulnerable populations and reduce health inequities. In his free time, 
James enjoys hiking, snowboarding, volunteering, and traveling. 

 

 

 

 



Alyxandria “Danny” Powell – Veterinary Microbiology and Pathology  

Washington State University 

Marcia McGreevy Lewis (4th) with Connie Niva (3rd) 

Danny earned their Bachelor of Science degree in 
microbiology from Washington State University in 
2018. They have a long-standing interest in many 
scientific fields and found a focus in microbiology and 
biochemistry once they started university. Since 
graduating, Danny has worked in the Bankhead lab 
researching housekeeping and pathogenic 
mechanisms of the Lyme spirochete Borrelia 

burgdorferi. The projects on which they have worked investigated 
various facets of the spirochete’s functioning, including mechanisms of 
antigenic switching during infection and the potential role of essential 
housekeeping enzymes as selective antibiotic targets. Danny looks to 
continue with this research through the Immunology and Infectious 
Disease Program at WSU as a pathway to a career in research and 
academia. Danny enjoys spending free time drawing and hiking with 
family. 

Molly Sayles – Entomology 

Washington State University 

Karyl & Elias Alvord (5th) 

Molly earned her bachelor’s degree in environmental 
studies with a concentration in systems ecology from 
Oberlin College. Her childhood interest in insects led 
her to love them as a study subject in research projects 
and motivated her to explore the role they play in 
agriculture. She’s excited to conduct research at WSU 

where she will study the behavior and life history of the pear psylla (an 
invasive pest that plagues local pear trees) with the goal of improving 
management tactics. Molly’s research is influenced by her passion for 
sustainable agriculture and her love for developing creative solutions for 
environmental problems. She aims to continue researching agricultural 
pests throughout her career. In her free time, Molly enjoys hiking and 
traveling with friends and family, and spending time with animals. 

 

 

 



Ariel Scott – Pharmaceutics 

University of Washington 

Gladys Harrington ARCS Endowment In Honor of Eve Alvord (22nd) 

Ariel received a bachelor’s degree in Chemical 
Engineering from Howard University. From a young 
age, the scientific process has always fascinated her. 
She was specifically interested in the systematic 
approach to design, develop, and test drugs. 
Graduate school has given her the opportunity to 
pursue her interest in targeted drug delivery systems 

and hone her professional skills to effectively communicate her results 
with the scientific community. Ariel’s undergraduate work with 
Howard's Department of Chemistry concerned tuning the porosity of 
polymer/nanoparticle composites using a freeze-drying mechanism. 
This research experience has given her the opportunity to understand 
how to enhance drug delivery with the manipulation of polymer 
properties to afford a consistent, extended drug release. In her free 
time, Ariel likes to travel, shop, and volunteer with her fiancée. 

Jordan Shaker – MD/PhD - Neuroscience 

University of Washington 

Keith & Mary Kay McCaw Family Foundation ARCS Endowment (15th) 

Jordan received a bachelor’s degree in Neurobiology 
from Washington University in St. Louis. He has always 
been fascinated by the brain and how it gives rise to 
such complexity of thought, emotion, and behavior. 
Moving forward in his career, Jordan has become 
increasingly interested in how neural processing goes 

awry in neuropsychiatric diseases. He currently works in the Steinmetz 
Lab, where he performs large-scale recordings across the brain to better 
understand the neural computations that give rise to behaviors. Jordan 
is passionate about studying the brain as a whole rather than the sum of 
its parts and hopes this approach will help develop a deeper 
understanding of brain-wide neuropsychiatric conditions such as 
schizophrenia, epilepsy, and autism. In his free time, Jordan loves to 
backpack, run, climb, scuba dive, and travel. 

 

 

 



Jeremiah Sims – MD/PhD - Molecular and Cellular Biology 

University of Washington 

Rhea & Clark Coler with ARCS Foundation 

Jeremiah graduated from Yale University with a BS in 
Chemistry. It was here that he first developed a passion 
for protein-based therapeutic design through study of an 
osteoporosis hormone, and he is working to expand his 
toolset in his graduate studies in the Baker Lab at the 
UW's Institute of Protein Design. His ongoing research 
involves generating a therapeutic pipeline to respond 

rapidly and efficiently to future pandemic threats. Outside of research, 
Jeremiah has been engaged in activism work at the UW, advocating for 
curricula that center Black persons in medicine. In his free time, 
Jeremiah is an avid guitarist and music producer, with his first 
professional releases successfully launched in June 2021. 

Camille Wagstaff – Molecular Plant Sciences 

Washington State University 

Floyd Rogers Memorial (2nd) 

Camille earned her bachelor’s degree in anthropology 
and three minors: Native and Indigenous studies, 
music, and dance from Boise State University. In her 
professional career, Camille worked in potato 
development for Washington State University’s 
Horticulture Department, research genetics on various 
cool season food legumes for the USDA-ARS, and seed 

regeneration for the U.S. National Germplasm System. Currently, 
Camille works at the Crowder Lab conducting molecular diagnostics of 
plant pathogens to better understand plant-insect interactions. She is 
passionate about using real-time pest population data to aid in decision-
making for ecological integrated pest management practices and to 
promote sustainable agriculture. Her current research experience has 
given her the opportunity to help decrease pathogen transmission and 
aid in conserving and restoring agricultural ecosystems. Camille has also 
spent several summers as a white-water guide and enjoys taking her 
dogs on walks. 

 

 

 



Terrance Wang – Aquatic and Fishery Sciences 

University of Washington 

Polly & Andrew Kenefick with ARCS Foundation 

Terrance received a bachelor's degree in Molecular 
Environmental Biology from UC Berkeley. There, he 
conducted research in marine ecophysiology of 
intertidal limpets and spatial ecology of salmonids in 
thermal refuges. After graduation, he worked for 
NOAA's Office of Response and Restoration 

supporting ecotoxicological projects and habitat restoration. As part of 
the Hilborn Lab and the Punt Lab, Terrance plans to forecast species 
distributions in a changing seascape. He hopes to understand how these 
ecosystem dynamics will affect our management of sustainable 
fisheries. His research will aim to reform resource management improve 
the livelihoods of coastal communities. On the weekends, Terrance 
enjoys eating and foraging for food. 

Ashley Warren – Veterinary Microbiology and Pathology 

Washington State University 

Kathleen & Brooks Simpson (4th) 

Ashley earned her Bachelor of Science in 
zoology from the University of Florida followed 
by her Doctor of Veterinary Medicine from 
Cornell University. After working a few years in 
a small animal private practice, she is returning 
to academia to pursue an anatomic pathology 

residency and PhD to deepen her interest in animal disease. Ashley 
hopes to pursue research that will enhance our understanding of 
infectious disease with interest in persistent infections, vector-borne 
diseases, and emerging disease to ultimately decrease animal (and at 
times human!) morbidity and mortality. When she’s not working, Ashley 
may be found exploring the mountains and forests of the Pacific 
Northwest, attempting to paint, tending her houseplants, or reading 
fiction. She also happily fulfills the demands of a large, fluffy orange 
housecat named Noodle. 

 

 

 



Leigh West – Biology 

University of Washington 

 Vicki J. & Thomas W. Griffin in Honor of Paige & Griffin Thoreson  

ARCS Endowment (8th)  

Leigh received a BA in Environmental Biology from 
Columbia University and an MSc in Science 
Communication from Imperial College London. 
When she was 16, she took a summer course in 
Kenya, developing an interest in wildlife ecology 
and conservation that would take her across the 
globe – to field sites ranging from Wyoming to 

Antarctica – and inform her eventual graduate research. Her PhD will 
focus on the impact of global environmental change on large carnivore 
behavior and space use. She is also interested in human-wildlife conflict 
and aims for her research and engagement efforts to inform mitigation 
solutions that are mutually beneficial for people and wildlife. In her free 
time, Leigh loves exploring new places, drinking coffee, cooking, seeing 
live music, and hiking with her dog, Biscoe. 

Alexandra Willcox – MD/PhD - Molecular and Cellular Biology 

University of Washington 

Carlyn & George Steiner ARCS Endowment (11th)  

Alex received her BS in Public Health from the 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, with a 
focus on Environmental Health Sciences and a double 
major in French. She has always been fascinated by 
the history of infectious diseases, especially the 
success of control programs in certain high-income 
countries and the continued impact of many of the 

same diseases in other parts of the world. Alex is currently studying the 
immune response to several emerging pathogens including Zika virus. 
She is pursuing her MD/PhD and intends to one day lead a research 
program linked closely to her work as an infectious disease doctor. In 
her free time, Alex enjoys trail running, skiing, hiking, and other 
adventures in nature with friends. 

 

 

 



Natalie Yaw – Chemistry 

Washington State University 

Washington Research Foundation (127th) 

Natalie earned a Bachelor of Science in chemistry from 
the University of Chicago (2019). Organic chemistry 
captured her interest first, and she spent two years 
conducting process chemistry research at Vertex 
Pharmaceuticals before deciding to pursue her PhD at 
Washington State University. Natalie hopes to use 
graduate school as an opportunity to pivot to green 

chemistry projects, specifically nuclear waste management. She works 
in the Moreau Lab at WSU, where she probes the fundamental 
properties of actinide nanomaterials with the goal of making a positive 
impact on environmental remediation projects. When not in the lab, 
Natalie enjoys brewing her own beer, hiking, and cooking. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SECOND YEAR FELLOWS 

Lara Maria Amiri-Kazaz – WSU Entomology 
Washington Research Foundation (121st) 
 
Aurora Authemen – UW Pharmaceutics 
Becky & Jack Benaroya ARCS Endowment (16th) 
 
Logan Bailey – UW Molecular & Cellular Biology 
Allison & Steve Harr (2nd)  
 
Kevin Baird – WSU Veterinary Microbiology & Pathology 
ARCS Foundation Seattle Chapter 
 
James Buenfil – UW Statistics 
Rosa Ayer ARCS Endowment (10th) 
 
Jerome Butler – UW Medicinal Chemistry 
Washington Research Foundation (118th)  
 
Naseeha Cardwell – WSU Chemical Engineering 
Washington Research Foundation (122nd) 

Logan Condon – UW Neuroscience 
Cori Kirkpatrick (2nd) with Marcia McGreevy Lewis (3rd)  
 
Lang Conteh – UW Nursing Science 
Joanne & Bruce Montgomery ARCS Endowment (11th)  
 
Eden Cruikshank – UW Molecular & Cellular Biology 
Keith & Mary Kay McCaw Foundation ARCS Endowment (11th) 
 
Irene Cruz Talavera – UW Pathobiology 
ARCS Light in honor of Carlyn Steiner 
 
Arnav Das – UW Electrical & Computer Engineering 
Althea Stroum ARCS Endowment (32nd)  
 
Alex DeGrave – UW MD/PhD – Computer Science & Engineering 
Chisholm Foundation ARCS Endowment (12th)  
 
 



Caroline Duncombe – UW Pathobiology 
Joanne & Bruce Montgomery ARCS Endowed Fellowship in honor of 
the American Lung Association (4th)  
 
Jordan Ehrman – UW Chemistry 
Jeff & Jana Foushée ARCS Endowment (4th)  
 
Leila Elabbady – UW Neuroscience 
Camille & Jim Uhlir ARCS Endowment (15th)  
 
Marlin Figgins – UW Applied Mathematics 
Washington Research Foundation (119th)  
 
Sierra Gillman – UW Environmental & Forest Sciences 
Debbi & John Wilson (4th) with Jenny & Scott Wyatt (4th)  
 
Andres Guerrero-Guzman – UW Mathematics 
UW Graduate School (17th) 
 
Malika Hale – UW MD/PhD – Molecular & Cellular Biology 
Sandra & Kent Carlson (4th) with Luciana Simoncini & Todd Scheuer 
 
Anand Hemmady – UW Biostatistics 
ARCS Foundation Seattle Chapter 
 
Allison Herrick – WSU Animal Science 
Cassa Hanon 
 
Jodiene Johnson – UW Molecular & Cellular Biology 
Nancy & John Zevenbergen ARCS Endowment (31st)  
 
Sebastian Krajewski – UW Chemistry 
UW Graduate School (18th)  
 
Jess Pieraccini Kunke – UW Statistics 
ARCS Foundation Seattle Chapter 
 
Hope Elizabeth Lackey – WSU Chemistry 
Loch Anderson & Allyn Perkins ARCS Endowment (4th)  
 
 
 



Anish Mahadeo – UW Pharmaceutics 
UW Graduate School (19th)  
 
Colin Milo McDowell – WSU Molecular Biosciences 
ARCS Foundation Seattle Chapter 
 
Nadia McLean – WSU Neuroscience 
ARCS Foundation Seattle Chapter 
 
Jeff Miles – UW Quantitative Ecology & Resource Management 
Candice Rosenberg ARCS Endowment (15th)  
 
Grace Miller – WSU Veterinary Microbiology & Pathology 
ARCS Foundation Seattle Chapter 
 
Oliver Newsom – UW MD/PhD – Molecular & Cellular Biology 
John W. & Elaine A. Zevenbergen, Sr. ARCS Endowment (30th)  
 
Jacob Ogden – UW Mathematics 
Walker Family ARCS Endowment (11th)  
 
Deepa Oja – UW Nursing Science 
Doris L. Carnevali ARCS Endowment in Nursing (2nd)  
 
Kentrell Owens – UW Computer Science & Engineering 
ARCS Seattle in honor of Jan Harrison 
 
Janice Marie Parks – WSU Molecular Plant Sciences 
Ellen Look & Tony Cavalieri 
 
Erica Peterson – UW Speech & Hearing Sciences 
Alvords in honor of Bruce & Laura Bailey 
 
Lilana Rangel-Parra – UW Environmental & Forest Sciences 
Harriett & John Morton (4th)  
 
Michael Riehs – UW Chemistry 
ARCS Foundation Seattle Chapter 
 
Noah Rosenberg – UW Oceanography 
Alicia & Jeff Carnevali ARCS Endowment in Oceanography (2nd)  
 



Sara Saavedra – UW Neuroscience 
Gladys Harrington ARCS Endowment in honor of Eve Alvord (21st)  
 
Peter Schmuker – WSU Crop Science 
ARCS Foundation Seattle Chapter 
 
Cassidy Shamseldin – WSU Molecular Plant Sciences 
Loch Anderson & Allyn Perkins ARCS Endowment (5th)  
 
Susan Simmonds (Bohorquez) – UW Bioengineering 
Washington Research Foundation (120th)  
 
Rachelle Stowell – UW Chemistry 
Keith & Mary Kay McCaw Family Foundation ARCS Endowment (12th)  
 
Katie Kailing Tseng – WSU Global Animal Health 
Alicia & Jeff Carnevali in honor of Sophia R. Carnevali ARCS 
Endowment (2nd)  
 
Antonio Vazquez – UW Chemistry 
Nicole A. Boand ARCS Endowment (4th)  
 
Jasmine Villegas – UW Bioengineering 
Michael & Marti Young Endowment (2nd)  
 
Florencia Visconti – UW Biology 
ARCS Foundation Seattle Chapter 
 
Courtney Vishy – UW MD/PhD – Molecular & Cellular Biology 
Zevenbergen Capital Investments LLC (29th)  
 
Joe Voth – UW MD/PhD – Neuroscience 
Keith & Mary Kay McCaw Family Foundation ARCS Endowment (13th) 
 
Cassia Wagner – UW MD/PhD – Genome Sciences 
Carlyn & George Steiner ARCS Endowment (10th)  
 
Bob Weber – UW Pharmaceutics 
Kathy Fraser (3rd) with Sally & David Wright (3rd)  
 
Carey Anne Whitehair – UW Aeronautics & Astronautics 
Lindsay F. & Patti Paxton Eberts with ARCS Foundation Seattle 



THIRD YEAR FELLOWS 

Ashlee Abrantes – UW Environmental & Forest Sciences 
Virginia M. Dickenson Memorial ARCS Endowment (7th) 
 
Diego Alba Burbano – UW Chemical Engineering 
Washington Research Foundation (112th) 
 
Yusuf Ali – UW Speech & Hearing Sciences 
William P. & Ruth Gerberding ARCS Endowment (11th) 
 
Eric Anderson – UW Physics 
ARCS Light in honor of Nancy Mee 
 
Alex Batson – WSU Plant Pathology 
Pendleton & Elisabeth Carey Miller Charitable Foundation (7th) 
 
Casey Bisted – UW Chemistry 
Mark A. Jones ARCS Endowment (3rd) 
 
Brie Chang – UW Nursing Science 
Pamela H. & Donald W. Mitchell ARCS Endowment (3rd) 
 
Marvin Chau – UW Pharmacy/Medicinal Chemistry 
UW Graduate School Diversity (15th) 
 
Robert Christian – WSU Neuroscience 
Washington Research Foundation (116th) 
 
Jonathan Chu – UW MD/PhD – Molecular & Cellular Biology 
Washington Research Foundation ARCS Endowment (117th) 
 
Kim Dalve – UW Epidemiology 
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation ARCS Endowment (3rd) 
 
Hector Delgado Diaz – UW Astronomy 
Sarah Dunnam Watts (2nd) 
 
Holly Rose Drankhan – WSU Veterinary Microbiology & Pathology 
Rick & Jacque Doane ARCS Endowment (5th)  
 
 



Elizabeth (Ellis) Fisk – WSU Veterinary Microbiology & Pathology 
Wiley S. Montgomery (11th) 
 
Brenden Fraser-Hevlin – WSU Chemical Engineering 
WSU President’s Award (2nd) 
 
Ashley Renee-Eberly Hunt – WSU Chemistry 
ARCS Foundation Seattle Chapter 
 
Austin Gabel – UW MD/PhD – Genome Sciences 
Julie Tall ARCS Endowment (6th) 
 
Nina Galanter – UW Biostatistics 
Zevenbergen Capital Investments LLC (27th) 
 
Alexandra Gallegos – UW Molecular & Cellular Biology 
ARCS Foundation Seattle Chapter 
 
Rachel Gariepy – UW Materials Science & Engineering 
Margery S. Friedlander ARCS Endowment (7th) 
 
Shanti Garman – UW Electrical Engineering 
Washington Research Foundation (113th) 
 
Amanda Haack – UW MD/PhD – Chemistry 
Joanne & Bruce Montgomery ARCS Endowment in honor of the 
American Lung Association (3rd) 
 
Sesha Hanson-Drury – UW Oral Health Sciences 
Becky & Jack Benaroya ARCS Endowment (15th) 
 
Cera Hassinan – UW Molecular & Cellular Biology 
Mary Dunnam (5th) 
 
Paige Helms – UW Mathematics 
Dorothy Lewis Simpson ARCS Endowment (17th) 
 
Andrew Herr – WSU Molecular Plant Science 
WSU Graduate School Dean Award (2nd) 
 
Tyler Hill – UW MD/PhD – Immunotherapy 
Dooley-Short ARCS Endowment (4th) 



James Johnson – UW Bioengineering  
Kathleen & Richard Gary 
 
Nolan Jolley – WSU Animal Sciences 
ARCS Foundation Seattle Chapter 
 
Brianne Jones – WSU Molecular Biosciences 
Washington Research Foundation (115th) 
 
Abigail Kargol – UW Environmental & Forest Sciences 
Althea Stroum ARCS Endowment (29th) 
 
Zoe Krauss – UW Marine Geology & Geophysics/Oceanography 
Kristin N. Kenefick & Nancy P. Norberg ARCS Endowment (2nd) 
 
William Kumler – UW Oceanography 
Tina & Karl Neiders (3rd) 
 
Brielle Kwarta – UW Quantitative Ecology & Resource Management 
ARCS Foundation Seattle Chapter 
 
Maya Lewinsohn – UW MD/PhD – Genome Sciences 
Oliver W. Press ARCS Endowment 
 
Kelly Mack – UW Computer Science & Engineering 
Cheryl & David Hadley (3rd) 
 
David Marcano – UW Statistics 
Mari Stamper Legacy 
 
Jesse Martinez – UW Computer Science & Engineering 
Vicki & Gary Glant ARCS Endowment (9th) 
 
Avi Matarasso – UW Bioengineering 
Alida & Christopher Latham (3rd) 
 
Lance Merrick – WSU Crop Science 
ARCS Foundation Seattle Chapter 
 
Colleen Monahan – WSU Veterinary Microbiology & Pathology 
Jeff & Jana Foushée ARCS Endowment (2nd) 
 



Zackari Murphy – UW MD/PhD - Molecular & Cellular Biology 
Graduate School Diversity (16th) 
 
Sriram Pendyala – UW MD/PhD - Genome Sciences 
Keith & Mary Kay McCaw Family Foundation ARCS Endowment (9th) 
 
Anna Petrovskis – UW Nursing Science 
Pamela H. & Donald W. Mitchell ARCS Endowment (4th) 
 
Marissa Radensky – UW Computer Science & Engineering 
Althea Stroum ARCS Endowment (30th)  
 
Kiersten Ritchie – WSU Entomology 
Eve & Chap Alvord (20th)  
 
Ricardo Andres Rivera-Maldonado – UW Chemistry 
Mark A. Jones ARCS Endowment (4th)  
 
Alyssa Noll Rodak – UW MD/PhD – Molecular & Cellular Biology 
Washington Research Foundation (114th)  
 
Felicitas Ruiz – UW Molecular & Cellular Biology 
Micki E. & Robert J. Flowers ARCS Endowment (8th)  
 
Anthony Savoy – WSU Chemical & BioEngineering 
ARCS Foundation Seattle Chapter 
 
Oliver Sheridan – UW Aeronautics & Astronautics 
MAC Consortium ARCS Endowment (6th) 
 
Stephanie Silkavitsas Johnson – WSU Global Animal Health 
Leo Barrier (6th) 
 
Violet Sorrentino – UW Molecular & Cellular Biology 
Keith & Mary Kay McCaw Family Foundation ARCS Endowment (10th) 
 
Erin Stafford – UW Applied Mathematics 
Eleanor & Charles Nolan (5th) 
 
Elena Stiles – UW Biology 
ARCS Foundation Seattle Chapter in honor of Connie Kravas  
 



Chase Suiter – UW Molecular & Cellular Biology 
John W. & Elaine A. Zevenbergen Sr. ARCS Endowment (28th) 
 
Aodhan Sweeney – UW Atmospheric Sciences 
ARCS Foundation Seattle Chapter 
 
Kevin Thornton – UW MD/PhD Molecular & Cellular Biology 
Fairway Fund ARCS Endowment (7th)  
 
Jacinda Tran – UW Pharmacy 
Kitti & Bill Lile with Missy & Kurt Zumwalt 
 
Brittany Williams – UW Pathobiology 
Althea Stroum ARCS Endowment (31st) 
 
Peter Wynn – UW Earth & Space Sciences, Astrobiology 
Hussey Family (3rd) 
 
Zak Yaffe – UW MD/PhD – Molecular & Cellular Biology 
Bob & Lyndi Taylor (2nd) with MA & Bruce Sangeorzan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  


